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As agreed upon in the signed ‘User Undertaking’ that accompanied this data collection: 
 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION 
 
Any publication or other presentation based in whole or part on the data and 
documentation supplied by SADA must prominently use the following citation: 
 
 
Human Sciences Research Council. Centre for Science Development. 
Women in Research, 1997 [Computer file]. S0082. Pretoria: Human 
Sciences Research Council [producer], 1997. Pretoria: South African Data 
Archive, National research Foundation [distributor], 1999. 
 
 
 
DEPOSIT OF PUBLICATIONS 
 
At least one copy of any published work or report based in whole or part of the dataset 
will be deposited with the South African Data Archive. Please indicate the title and 
number of the study utilised. 
 
 
 
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
 
The Archive and the depositor of the dataset supplied to the user bear no legal 
responsibility for their accuracy or comprehensiveness. 
 
 
 
 
POSTAL ADDRESS    South African Data Archive 
                              National Research Foundation 
                              P.O. Box 2600 
                              Pretoria 
                              0001 
 
 
Telephone              +27 12 481- 4192 
Fax number            +27 12 481- 4020 
Electronic mail         sada@nrf.ac.za 
World Wide Web      http://www.nrf.ac.za/sada 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STUDY DESCRIPTION 
 
SADA 0082 
 
TITLE: Women in Research 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR/S: 
  
Research Capacity Development, Centre for Science Development, Human Sciences 
Research Council 
 
DEPOSITOR: 
 
Research Capacity Development, Centre for Science Development, Human Sciences 
Research Council 
  
ABSTRACT:  
 
In its commitment to equity and redress, the Research Capacity Development Directorate 
of the Centre for Science Development (CSD) of the Human Sciences Research Council 
(HSRC) has launched a project that targets women academics and researchers. The main 
aim of the project is to increase the number of women in post-graduate studies and in 
research in the human sciences. A major activity of this project is an audit to establish 
position, levels of skill and expertise, and the needs of researchers in the human sciences 
in South Africa. The study is intended to contribute to the establishment of baseline data 
that could inform policy makers, lobbyists and advocates of institutional transformation. 
But most importantly, the findings of this study will inform CSD and its partners in the 
development of strategic interventions. The information that is gathered through this 
study will be made publicly available for use by other researchers, institutions and 
organisations. The findings from this study will be disseminated in reports and 
workshops/conferences by the CSD or jointly with its partners. A database and directory 
of women researchers will also be developed. It is hoped that such information will 
increase the visibility of women researchers and academics. 
 
 
 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: South Africa 
 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES: age, population group, nationality, educational level, 
occupation, marital status, children and dependants. 
 
  
UNIVERSE: Women researchers and academics in South Africa. 
 
 
SAMPLING: This study targets all women who are employed by universities and 
technikons (an exception this has been made in the KwaZulu Natal where a college of 
education is being audited) as academics and researchers, and includes women in 
support services such as libraries who are engaged in research. Information about 
postgraduate students has been gathered form the institutions’ information systems. 
Full-time postgraduate students are therefore excluded from this survey. 
 
 
DATE OF DATA COLLECTION: July  – October 1997. 
 
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION: Postal structured questionnaire schedule. 
 
 
EXTENT OF DATA COLLECTION: 1 data file in SPSS and machine-readable 
documentation and questionnaire. 
 
Number of cases:  1 323 
Number of records:  7 938 
Number of records/case: 6 
Logical record length: 80 
Number of variables:  304 
Number of bytes:  440 KB 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
 
1) Tothill, A.  (1998) Women-in-Research: Women Academics in the Humanities and 
Social Sciences at South African Universities, Women’s Studies, Volume 10 No. 1, 1-
26. 
 
2) Primo, N. (1999) Women-in-Research: Report on the CSD Audit of Women 
Researchers and Academics in the Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
